GUILD FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN

At GEC, our mission is to assist
families in every step of their
journey, and to help children and
adults living with developmental
disabilities to lead dignified and
satisfying lives and reach their
fullest potential.
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Our Program Goals:

Additional Services:

The Guild was founded in 1958 by parents
who wanted to provide a rich learning
environment for their special children. The
Guild’s preschool program goals include:

Supplemental funds for additional services are made
possible through Sections 611 and 619 of the IDEA Grant
which allows for:

Program Overview:

•	Creating an educational environment
conducive to enhancement of selfesteem and a sense of mastery and
growth toward optimal potential in all
developmental areas.

The GEC’s Carrie Mastronardi Early Childhood Education Center offers a comprehensive clinical and
educational program for the needs of preschoolers with disabilities. Our school staff provides services
for families in English, Spanish and Chinese.

•	Providing a warm and welcoming
environment that respects each family’s
language and culture.

GEC’s preschool staff includes NYS certified teachers, NYS certified teaching assistants, aides, an IEP
coordinator, speech pathologists, occupational therapists and physical therapists. Other school support
staff includes a bilingual social worker, a school nurse, and a nursing assistant.

•	Supporting families in building their
capacity as their child’s primary teacher
and advocate.

School office staff is fluent in Spanish, Mandarin and Cantonese.

•	Providing support services for
parents, including: individual and
group counseling, family therapy and
assistance with procurement of social
services, community outreach, as well as
collaboration with other family support
service agencies.

Preschoolers in the program receive a full day of instruction focused on developing the foundational
knowledge and skills in the NYS Prekindergarten Foundation for the Common Core standards.
Children have the opportunity to participate in whole group, small group and independent classroom
experiences using a wide variety of learning materials. Classroom staff supports and encourages
children to learn and try new things, actively explore with peers, adjust to routines, problem solve and
use new vocabulary throughout the school day.
Regular communication is encouraged to promote a proactive partnership between family and the
educational community. Transition planning both into and out of the preschool is facilitated between
families and the school staff.
For additional information please call 718-435-2554.

*Our Program is designed for preschool students who have been identified by the Committee on Preschool Education (CPSE) of the New York City
Department of Education as having a disability pursuant to section 4410 of Article 89 of the Education Law. Any services provided are based on
the individual needs of the preschool student as determined by the (CPSE). Special education services are at no direct cost to the parent; funding is
provided through county taxes and state funds.

•	Providing parent training workshops
by our school social worker, nurse and
speech pathologists.

GEC’s ART & MUSIC LESSONS which are excellent
mediums to provide children of all abilities an alternate way
to express themselves.

GEC’s LENDING LIBRARY for parents and children
enables families to borrow developmentally appropriate
books, videos and CD’s in several languages. This focus on
literacy encourages building vocabulary and language.

GEC’s EXERCISE PROGRAM is conducted by a physical
education instructor. Daily guided physical activities are
offered throughout the school day to address children’s
physical needs.
GEC’s NUTRITION PROGRAM offers training to parents
about healthy foods for their children. The school nursing
assistant provides classroom lessons to students about
healthy eating.

To learn more about our preschool and our
individualized therapeutic and special education
services, please contact us at 718-435-2554.
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