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THE GUILD FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN

“

Generations of
support in
the community

educational services, living options, and life skills for children and
adults with developmental disabilities.
We are proud of our five decades of experience keeping families
together, stable, and better able to meet the evolving needs of
their children with special needs.
By maximizing the potential of everyone we serve, we promote
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independence, self-advocacy, and full participation in the community.
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We offer a variety of person-centered programs and therapies,
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including clinical, educational, social, vocational, recreational,

At GEC, we are dedicated to our
vision of providing exceptional
support and services that
will enable children and
adults to lead respected
and fulfilling lives in
their communities.

Day Habilitation Program

Personalized
services to
meet your needs
At GEC, our main focus is to assist families
with the many challenges they face in
nurturing a person with special needs.
We offer a full range of educational and
community-based support services for
children (ages 2.5-5) and adults (21+)
with developmental disabilities.

We are proud of our heritage, our reputation,
and our standing in the community and we
never waiver from our promise to provide an
exceptional and individualized quality of care
to every person who receives our services.
The following services are available to the 1,000+
individuals who are part of the GEC family.

Designed for adults with moderate and mild cognitive and physical
challenges, this program provides recreational activities, life skills
instruction, and volunteer and work preparation opportunities.
Services are provided at facilities based in Bay Ridge Brooklyn, our
new state-of-the-art Quentin Road facility or in a fully community
based model called our “Without Walls” program.
For vocational instruction, participants may choose to volunteer at
community work sites in order to focus on improving their skills in
areas of interest and achieving their individual goals and valued
outcomes. Sites include retail outlets, hospitals, nursing homes, senior
centers, day care centers, schools, soup kitchens and churches.
GEC offers a variety of community exploration activities, including
outings to the zoo, amusement parks, museums, movies and the
theatre. There is also yoga, aerobics, bowling, dance, softball and
other activities designed to maintain fitness, health and well-being.
In addition, participants can learn a variety of life skills such as cooking,
independent travel, housekeeping, and skills necessary for office work.
For more information, please contact us at 718.833.6633 Ext-227.

Early Childhood
Education

Hope C. Morrison
Activity Center

Through a combination of clinical, educational and family
support therapies, our preschool provides an environment
where children with disabilities are able to develop to their
fullest potential and prepare for richer, fuller lives. The preschool is also open to typically developing children from
the surrounding community.

This center, designed for individuals with more intensive needs,
provides structured educational and therapeutic services with
the goal of guiding each participant towards his or her highest
level of independence and productivity.

Known as the Carrie Mastronardi Center, our preschool is
fully licensed by the New York State Education Department
and the New York State Department of Health. Our staff
consists of New York State Certified specialists, and a
registered nurse. All classrooms and therapy rooms are well
equipped with developmentally appropriate equipment,
including a large outdoor play yard with gross motor and
sensory motor equipment.
For more information, please contact us at 718.435.2554.

Individuals learn to be more independent in meeting their
personal care needs, improving communication skills and
functional academic skills, improving social skills, and
developing better community awareness.
A full range of therapeutic services is available, including
Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Nutritional Counseling,
Social Work, Psychology services, Recreation Therapy, and
Nursing and Medical oversight.
For more information, please contact us at 718.833.6633 Ext-227.

Pre-Vocational
Program

Horticulture
Program

Certified by the NYS Office for People With Developmental

GEC’s Horticulture program enables participants to experience the
joy of planting, nurturing, and harvesting herbs, vegetables, and
plants in our state-of-the-art greenhouse and adjoining gardens.

Disabilities, this program provides vocational training,
volunteer experiences and an opportunity to explore the
world of work.

Our garden-fresh herbs and plants are marketed through
neighborhood stores and at community events, festivals, and fairs.
The Greenhouse Program also maintains community gardens
throughout Brooklyn and enables our program participants to
“give back” to the community in a very visible way!

Supervised by vocational trainers, participants work on
manual skills projects such as collating or assembling; or at
restaurants, hospitals, and soup kitchens to acquire the skills
necessary for finding and retaining a job.

Ceramics Studio

For more information, please call us at 718.833.6633 Ext-227.

The GEC Ceramics Studio encourages our artists to create a wide
variety of ceramics and pottery with holiday themes; household
items and personalized centerpieces for weddings, dinners, and
other events. Our handmade ceramics are crafted with care and
are sold at festivals, through our online store, and on eBay.

Residential Services

Other Programs

Through our Residential Services Program, we enhance the health,
inclusion and independence of all residents through communitybased living, full community participation and individually tailored
programs in a supportive home environment.

A variety of respite services are available where GEC staff provide
support to, or relieve, the primary caregiver, allowing him or her to have
some personal time outside the home. Medicaid Service Coordination
is a program that assists Medicaid-eligible participants in obtaining
medical, social, educational and other approved services as needed
and in coordinating the care of all service providers.

Our 17 facilities and supportive and supervised apartments in quiet
Brooklyn neighborhoods are comfortable, tastefully decorated,
and staffed according to the needs of each individual.
Intermediate Care Facilities (ICFs) provide an intensive team approach
for individuals with significant physical and cognitive challenges.

Our Social Rehabilitation program offers year-round weekly activities
such as bowling, swimming, adult education, a socialization group,
a Men’s Club, and arts and crafts.

Individual Residential Alternatives (IRAs) serve individuals enrolled
in the Home and Community Based Medicaid Waiver (HCBS
Waiver) and provide a structured and therapeutic environment
for individuals with significant cognitive and adaptive challenges.

The “Four Seasons” Senior Day Center is a specialized facility for
older adults, offering opportunities for social interaction while
providing guidance in self-care, nutrition, and daily living skills.
Activities range from physical exercise, music, art and games, to
day trips at accessible community sites.

Supportive and Supervised Apartments serve individuals who are
able to much more independently navigate life challenges, but
require varied levels of guidance and support.

GEC also offers a full array of support services and has developed a Wellness
Center to ensure the continued health and well-being of all individuals
in our care, including our “Senior Citizens with Developmental Disabilities.”

For information, contact us at 718.836.6457.

For more information on specialized services at GEC, please call us
at 718.833.6633.

At GEC, our mission is to help
children and adults living with
developmental disabilities lead
dignified and satisfying lives,
reaching their fullest potential
and assisting families in every
step of their journey.

GEC | 260 68TH STREET | BROOKLYN, NY 11220 | 718-833-6633 | INFO@GECBKLYN.ORG | WWW.GECBKLYN.ORG
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

