GEC’s Third Annual Golf Outing
The weather was “made to order” on Friday, May 17, 2013 as golfers hit the greens at Marine Park Golf
Course, Brooklyn, to make it a great day for children and adults living with developmental disabilities.
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Golf Committee ( l. to r) Tom Ryan (volunteer), James McKelvey, James Donahue, Anthony Canade, John Cambio Jr., John Abi-Habib
(event co-chair), Edward J. “Ted” Maloy (event co-chair), John Cronin, Anthony Cetta (GEC Bd. of Directors President), Eleanor Schiano
2nd V.P). Not shown: John Cambio Sr., Brian Chin, John Cosgrove and James McHugh.

olf Outing
G
l
a
u
n
n
A
■ 4th
olf Course
Marine Park G 014
6, 2
Friday, May 1

The GEC thanks the Committee and the following major sponsors for their overwhelming generosity:
John Cambio Sr., Sovereign Financial Group, Inc., My Beneﬁt Advisor, the Family of Angela Canade, RPM Insurance Agency, the Family of
Donald Holtz, Signature Bank, Jersey City Ford, Empire Paratransit, Northﬁeld Bank, O’Connor Davies, LLP, Alina Services, and Transfer Trailers.

The Guild for Exceptional Children, Inc.
260 68th Street ~ Brooklyn, NY 11220
(718) 833-6633 ~ www.gecbklyn.org

A Special Thank You Message…

Summer 2013
Quentin Road Day Program
GEC’s Quentin Road Day Program is a state of the art facility

which offers adults living with intellectual disabilities the opportunity
to participate in a comprehensive and life enhancing program, under
the supervision of trained staff. This program is based on a person centered approach; each person is acknowledged as an individual with
distinct inclinations, capabilities, strengths and life goals. Each person
is assisted in obtaining fulﬁllment as she/he works on areas of interest.
Everyone actively participates in the development of his/her individual service plan which is designed to hone each person’s capabilities
and promote greater independence with less supervision. The
purpose of this program is to assist participants as they strive to be
productive members of the community. During the program day,
individuals have the opportunity to work on: culinary skills, dance and
exercise, computer and academic skills, recreation, independence in
traveling in the community, as well as, participation in community work
sites. During the course of the week, there are also recreational
outings to a wide variety of cultural and community events such as:
the Aviator Sports Complex, museums, parks, shopping centers,
restaurants, community events, movies, baseball games and other
worthwhile destinations. ■

“ You’ve Got Mail,” program participants assist the GEC in preparing
materials for various mailings throughout the year.

Dear Mr. Cassone,

Pre-School “ Spring into Art ” Show

I want you to know how impressed I was during my Aunt Mildred’s recent hospitalization.

In May, The Guild for Exceptional Children (GEC) – Carrie Mastronardi Early
Childhood Education Center presented their annual Art Show. This year’s theme
was “Spring into Art”. Students (ages 2 to 5) displayed their artistic talents through
various mediums. Designs of butterﬂies, ladybugs, trees, ﬂowers, frogs and caterpillars enabled visitors to have an insight to a pre-schooler’s interpretation of spring.

The staff of Olga’s house rose to the occasion: from the ﬁrst telephone call notifying me that
Mildred was being transported to the hospital to the staffing at her bedside, she was comforted
by people that she knew and trusted. The management staff of the house immediately went
into action, a staff member accompanied her to the hospital and companions were scheduled
to make sure that she was not left alone to deal with the trials of hospitalization, and yet
management ensured that the remaining consumer’s were cared for.

The pre-school’s Assistant Executive Director, Dr. Alice Guercio appreciates the
opportunity this event offers to
showcase students’ creative
abilities. ■

Program participants work with GEC staff to develop their culinary
skills, plan and prepare nutritious meals, as well as serve and enjoy
a communal meal. With the support of staff, participants developed
a “Lunch Program.” The program helps increase various skills such
as: shopping, pricing, and budgeting.
Learning about the wonders of nature and the environment help gain a greater
insight to the world around us.

But this is not the ﬁrst time that Olga’s house has provided exemplary care for her. Almost
fourteen years ago, Mildred was offered a place to live that gave her a whole new life. Instead
of living with my Grandmother, she was now exposed and encouraged to go to dances, parties,
bowling, formal dinners and, most importantly have friends. Throughout the years, the staff
has encouraged her to try new things, and have been there to support her activities.
I have always said that Mildred’s life started when she was 69 and I thank you, as representing
the Guild, for it.
Sincerely,

The footprints of our pre-schooler’s
created the shape for these unique
and attractive butterﬂies.

Art teacher James Bonavita proudly poses with some
talented young artists.

Another tree grows in Brooklyn.
The bark, branches and leaves were
designed by students.

Marion Cleaver, Guardian

In the Learning Lab, a Smart Board is used as a teaching tool to help improve
academic skills and encourages participation and retention in learning activities.
Paper Mache is one of the many crafts enjoyed in the Art Center.
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Message from Anthony Cetta, President Bd. of Directors
This past year was challenging in many ways. New York State funding, for the
developmentally disabled, originally was materially cut and then potentially
restored by the NYS Assembly and Senate. The GEC's administration and staff
responded by modifying programs and staffing to minimize the impact on our
program participants. The Board of Directors applauds management for their
creativity and maintenance of essential services. Even though we expect funding to be restored, this experience challenged management to streamline
operations while maintaining the delivery of services and hopefully to redirect
funds to programs that are underfunded or unfunded.
While we continue to deal with issues related to our aging population, we are
moving forward to make programs more accessible to our participants by: building upon our state of
the art Quentin Road facility to modernizing our existing facilities and programs at our Bay Ridge locations, as well as, the creation of a Wellness Center. In addition, with the support and generosity of our
community benefactors, we will soon be developing a music program available to all our participants.
The GEC is proud of it achievements over the past few years. Nevertheless, continuing challenges
remain. That is why the GEC and its participants need your continued support. The unsettling development’s in Albany this past year illustrates that relying on public support is not without risk. With
nearly 90% of every dollar received by the GEC going directly to programs, please consider making
a considerable commitment of support to enable us to build brighter futures for the children, adults
and families who depend upon us daily. ■

Message from Paul Cassone, Executive Director/CEO
We have just reached the end of another ﬁscal year that has been full of
change and challenges. I am pleased to say that our GEC team worked
together very well to manage our resources to ensure that the needs of the
people in our care were met and at the same time found ways to operate in
a more efficient manner.

PARLIAMENTARIAN

This year will be remembered as the year where the GEC weathered Superstorm Sandy and its aftermath. We are proud that we kept the people in our
care safe and found creative ways to keep them engaged and productive
during the frightening disruption to their usual daily routines.

John Toolan
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2013 Community Appreciation Luncheon
Features GEC’s Shining Stars

This year will also be remembered as the year where the GEC stood up to government when it
declared war on services for people living with developmental disabilities! I am proud to say the GEC
was instrumental in informing parents and families throughout Brooklyn of the impending cuts and in
urging them to express their concerns to their own elected officials, as well as, key statewide officials.
Despite the challenges I described, we accomplished many things this year:
•
•
•
•
•
•

We opened our new, state of the art facility on Quentin Road and have begun the expansion of
day services, volunteer opportunities and employment opportunities within Marine Park and other
parts of Brooklyn.
We are developing the GEC Wellness Center, which will help us ensure the well-being of our
senior citizens living with developmental disabilities, as well as, individuals who may be at risk for
a degenerative health condition.
We have secured funding from the NYC Council to renovate 260 68th Street so that it will meet
the needs of the people in our care for generations to come.
We are providing more employment preparation activities and volunteer sites to enhance
productivity and independence.
We have modiﬁed residences to meet the changing needs of our senior citizens and have more
plans under way.
Through all of the above – and while cutting administrative costs -- we have continued to meet the
constantly evolving requirements of OPWDD.

Now, more than ever, we continue to emulate the spirit of our founders and keep the big picture in
mind as we work each day to fulﬁll the GEC’s Mission of building better lives and brighter futures for
children and adults living with developmental disabilities.
I personally recognize that we have a great team of dedicated people that make up the GEC family.
Staff, families, GEC members and community at large are all part of that team and we are thankful to
have your trust and support. ■

Brian DeLury (GEC
program participant)
presented the “thank you
remarks.”

Helen Grande (artist
(l to r) GEC’s Official
Greeters, Michele Ferrara and and GEC program
participant).
Danielle Rutuelo warmly
welcomed those who attended
the luncheon.

Wilson Tan (artist and GEC
program participant).

GEC’s Annual Community Appreciation Luncheon, held on May 29, provided the perfect opportunity to express our
gratitude to those who have made a signiﬁcant difference within the GEC community and the community -at-large. The
event began on a high note with a delightful musical presentation by pre-schooler’s from GEC’s Carrie Mastronardi Early
Childhood Education Center.

The list of honorees included:
• Ilene Sacco Esq., President, 68th PCT Community Council
• Ann Marie Selfridge, Director of Recreation, Bensonhurst
Center for Rehabilitation & Healthcare
• John Vaughan III, Assistant Vice President, Investors Bank
• Kay Martin (Canine Therapy Support)
• Brian Chin, Assistant Vice President, Northfield Bank
• Ernest Regin, Administrator, Norwegian Christian Home & Health Care
• Colonel Eluyn Gines, United States Army Ft. Hamilton Garrison
Honorees were presented with original artwork created
by GEC’s program participants, Helen Grande and
Wilson Tan. ■

(b. row l to r) Paul Cassone, Steve Fabrizio, Earnest Ragin, Tore
Falch, Colonel Gines, and John Vaughan III. (f. row l to r) John
Quaglione, Eleanor Schiano, Fran Vella -Marrone, Kay Martin,
Ilene Sacco, Esq. missing: Michael Giordano , Brian Chin, and Ann
Marie Selfridge

GEC’s “ Bling” Adds Sparkle to Third Ave Summer Stroll
Hand-crafted jewelry made by GEC’s
program participants featured at Third
Avenue Summer Stroll festivities. Picture
(l to r) Valerie Anastasakos (GEC program
participant), Councilman Vincent Gentile,
Helen Reyes (GEC’s Executive Ass’t), and
Paul Cassone (GEC’s Executive Director/
CEO) ■

